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provides services for about 5 million 
American veterans, has been over-
loaded for decades. We know that. The 
current backlog consists of more than 
300,000 claims. That is 300,000 of our 
veterans who are waiting to get their 
claims adjudicated. 

Mr. Speaker, because we have mobi-
lized so many of our Reservists and Na-
tional Guard persons to fight in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, nearly 150,000 have 
become eligible for health care and VA 
benefits as of August 1, and that num-
ber is rising. But this is the alarming 
information that is contained in The 
Washington Post article. 

It says: ‘‘At the same time, President 
Bush’s budget for 2005 calls for cutting 
of the Department of Veterans Affairs 
staff that handles benefit claims, and 
some veterans report long waits for 
benefits and confusing claims deci-
sions.’’ 

Think of that. At a time when we are 
at war, when more and more of our sol-
diers are being terribly injured and are 
in need of the VA health care system, 
when claims are backlogged amounting 
to 300,000, the President sends this Con-
gress a budget that actually calls for 
cuts in the number of people who are 
responsible for processing these claims. 

The article that I am referring to 
makes reference to one particular sol-
dier. ‘‘I love the military. That was my 
life,’’ says this soldier, ‘‘but I don’t be-
lieve they are taking care of me now.’’ 

He is Staff Sergeant Gene Westbrook, 
35, of Lawton, Oklahoma. He was para-
lyzed in a mortar attack near Baghdad 
this past April, but he has received no 
disability benefits because they say his 
paperwork is missing. Now he is trying 
to support himself, his wife and his 
three children on his regular military 
pay of $2,800 a month as he awaits a 
ruling that could provide him up to 
$6,500 a month in terms of VA dis-
ability benefits. 

Mr. Westbrook was deployed to Iraq 
in January where he served as a drill 
sergeant. He was sent to train Iraqi 
Army recruits. While on duty on April 
28, south of Sadr City in Baghdad, he 
was hit by a mortar shell and the 
shrapnel severed his spine. He is now 
paralyzed from the chest down. He has 
limited movement in his right arm and 
he battles constant infections. His wife 
takes care of him full time. 

Sergeant Westbrook praises the 
Army for the medical care he has re-
ceived, but is it not shameful that this 
veteran would be waiting for benefits, 
and that we would have a President 
who would cut the budget for those 
who are charged with processing these 
claims? 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MURPHY). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. 
DEFAZIO) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HINCHEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. HINCHEY addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Mr. MCDERMOTT addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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U.S. FOREIGN POLICY PLAGUED 
WITH ATTENTION DEFICIT DIS-
ORDER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. RYAN) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, it 
has been a very interesting time in the 
past couple of years. I have come to 
this floor on many occasions to talk 
about what is happening in Afghani-
stan. The truth and the reality I think 
is becoming more apparent to all of us 
as American citizens; and as the Presi-
dential debates and the Presidential 
contest and the election of this year 
coming up in the next few weeks is 
coming to a close, this issue is becom-
ing more and more relevant. 

I think it is becoming more and more 
relevant, Mr. Speaker, because it illus-
trates that the foreign policy of the 
United States of America has attention 
deficit disorder. 

After 9/11, in which we were attacked 
by Osama bin Laden, al Qaeda, housed 
by the Taliban in Afghanistan, an 
international coalition went to Af-
ghanistan and said to the world that 
we are together in the fight against 
terrorism. Unfortunately, several 
months after that, the United States, 
pretty much by itself, even though the 
President said the other night, well, we 
have Poland with us; well, now Poland 
is withdrawing its troops and its sup-
port from the battle in Iraq. 

So we shift our focus from the battle 
in Afghanistan, and the international 
coalition that we had, to Iraq. The sat-

ellites that were focused on Afghani-
stan trying to find Osama bin Laden, 
trying to find exactly what was going 
on with the drug trade and opium pro-
duction in Afghanistan, the satellites 
turned and began to face Iraq. Troops 
that we had in Afghanistan went to 
Iraq. Interrogators that we had in Af-
ghanistan went to Iraq. Funding that 
should have gone to Afghanistan went 
to Iraq. 

Now, the President said several 
weeks ago that the Taliban is gone, 
that the Taliban does not exist any-
more. That is completely and utterly 
false. The Taliban is still in existence. 
They are still fomenting problems in 
Afghanistan. They are still controlling 
some of the attacks that are going on 
in Afghanistan. And the quotes in to-
day’s paper were saying, a quote from a 
high-ranking official in the Taliban, 
the quote was, we are going to kill any-
one who goes and tries to vote in Af-
ghanistan elections, anyone who wants 
to run for office in Afghanistan, and 
anyone who would otherwise partici-
pate in the elections in Afghanistan. 
Why? Because Karzai is a puppet to the 
United States of America. 

We have 17,000 troops in Afghanistan. 
We have 130,000 troops in Iraq. We can-
not find Osama bin Laden. And today 
in the newspapers all over the country, 
stated from Afghanistan officials who 
are working with the United States, 
United States officials, that the trail 
to Osama bin Laden is cold. Cold. We 
have nowhere to go, we have nowhere 
to look; we do not know where he is. 
We dropped the ball, we outsourced the 
project to people in Afghanistan in-
stead of giving it to the best, most 
highly trained, highly skilled units in 
the world, because we have attention 
deficit disorder, because we had to go 
to Iraq, we had to drop $200 billion, and 
everything this administration said to 
us before the war has proven not to be 
true. 

We are going to be able to use the oil 
in Iraq for reconstruction: not true. We 
have spent $200 billion; the taxpayer 
has spent funding this debacle in Iraq. 
We were told we were going to be greet-
ed as liberators. Now we are greeted as 
occupiers. It has gotten so bad in Iraq, 
the Italians are now paying $1 million 
to get hostages back. So the Italians 
are paying $1 million to the insurgents 
in Iraq to fund the insurgents against 
us. It is ridiculous. This has been a de-
bacle from the get-go, and it is time we 
square things around before we have a 
narco-state in Afghanistan on our 
hands. 
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THE TRUTH ABOUT THE 
MEDICARE MODERNIZATION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. GINGREY) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, it is a 
pleasure to come before my colleagues 
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